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proﬁt from the preciouis egacy e 2
pute democracy left 10 us by our
ice

tion or re-election. . '
-In Wayland, our elected (and ap
pointed) officials must still stand
before the voters in town meeting.
assemble‘ as they did in colonial:
times, to aniswer questions and eX- *
plain what they have done and .

propose to do with the money ap-

propriated by vs at town meeting,

our legislative assembly. One .

mmight compare our system to that
of the federal government, where
administration officials must an-.

swer questions posed to themiby*

congressional committees. Our
congressional commitiee, the Fi-
nance Committee, has always
been appointed by the Board of
Selectmien, an executive branch’
of our fown government, rather
than by the moderator.

Sorae people are impatient with
this process, because they believe

it takes too much time at town
meeting and should be done at
hearings scheduled by the Fi-
nance Committee and the Board

of Selectmen before town megt-+

ing. I agree that many questions

could be answered at such meet”
ings, but fown officials often do

not have the information request-
ed on those occasions. And those

re surprisir
that some of those who profess'a

1S who have exelclsed

-theu right to question our town

officials at town meetings within
the time limits established by the
moderator’s rules. I am particu-
larly distressed by this develop-
ment, because I have instituted
rules thatnow give every voter
equal time and opportumttes at
town rmeetings to express their
position in a civilized manner that
respects the good faith of those
with whom they disagree.

-When we compare the way we
govern ourselves with the way
that our neighboring communi-
ties have .govemed us or them-
selves, it is clear we have done
exceptionally well. The Legisla-
ture recently abolished the gov-

i er‘ment of Middlesex County

who seek the information believe

] Dunng the 48 years I‘ha' €.
i in, Wayland I know of 1o, co‘\ 1p-,

‘time and energy to makmg v

. land a better place and’ commum—

! ty, all without berefit of salary. .
Our children have. profited from
an excellent school system, we
Live in remarkable safety, and
enjoy large tracts of:conservation
land and water. We maintain a-
fine library within a' larger net-
| work of libraries; & town pool and
| beach and provide services for se-
nior citizens, young people and
each other.

All of this we do, and have done
\ for 371 years, through our open
town megting . form - of govern-;
ment that some have-called “out-"
dated » Outdated indeed! :

C. Peter R. Gossels”
TOWN MODERATOR




